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EXTRACT,    &c. 

SOME  perfons  refpecflable  in   the  law, 
having    given    it    as    their    opinion, 

"  Tbat  a  flave^  by  coming  from  the  V/eJl-Indtes 
"  to  Great-Britain  or  Ireland^  either  with  or 
without  his  mafter^  doth  not  become  free^  cr 
that  his  mafter  s  property  or  ricrht  in  him  is 
not  thereby  determined  or  varied',^—. — and 
*'  that  the  majRer  may  legally  compel  him  to  rer 

"  turn    ag^ain  to    the  plantations,^^ This 

caufes  our  Author  to  remark,  that  thefe 
Lawyers,  by  thus  ftating  the  cafe,  merely 
on  one  iide  of  the  queftion,  (I  mean  in  fa- 
vour of  the  mafter)  have  occadoned  an  un- 
juft  prefumption  and  prejudice,  (plainly  in- 
eonliftent  with  the  laws  of  the  realm)  and  a- 
gainft  the  other  Iide  of  the  queftion  ;  as- 
they  have  not  fignilied  that  their  opinion 
was  only  conditional  and  not  abfolute,  and 
muft  be  underftood  on  the  part  of  the  maf- 
ter, "  that  he  can  produce  an  authentic  agree* 
ment  er  contrad  in  writings  by  which  it  Jhall 
appear^  that  thefaid/Iave  hath  vduntary  bound 
bimfelf  without  compulfion  or  illegal  durefsJ'* 
Page  5.  Indeed  there  are  many  inftances  of 
perfons  being  freed  from  llavery  by  the  laws 
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of  England,  but  (God  be  thanked)  there  is 
neither  law  nor  even  a  precedent,  (at  leail  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  one)  of  a  legal 
determination  to  juftify  a  mailer  in  claim- 
ing or  detaining  any  perfon  v/hatfoever  as  a 
Have  in  England,  who  has  not  voluntarily 
bound  hinilelf  as  fuch  by  a  contract  in  writ- 
ing. ^  ^  ? 

Page  2  0.  An  EngllQi  fubjefk  cannot  bei 
made  a  Have  without  his  own  free  confent," 

but a  foreig^n  Have  is  made  a  fubjectii 

with  or'  without  his  own  confent ;  there*' 
needs  no  contract  for  this  purpofe  as  in  the^ 
other  cafe  ;  nor  any  other  a6l  or  deed  what- 
foever,  but  that  of  his  bein^  landed  in  Ena:- 
land  ;  for  according  to  a  ilatute  of  3 2d  Hen-^ 
ry,  VIII.  c.  16.  Seel.  9.  "  Every  alien  orftran- 
*■'  ger^  horn  out  of  the  Kings  oheifance^  not  be'in^^ 
*'  denizen^  which  now  or  hereafter  fhall  come 
**  hito  this  realm^  or  elfiwhere  within  the 
*'  King^s  dominions^  fhall,  after  the.faid  firfh 
^'^  of  September  next  conmig,  be  boundm  by  and 
•'  unto  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  this  realm,  and 
"  to  all  andfmgidar  the  contents  of  the  fame ^ 

Now  it  mult  be  obferved,  that  thought 
this  law  makes  no  diftinftion  of  bond  or  free,: 
neither  of  colours  or  complexions,  whether, 
of  black,  brown,  or  white,  for  "  every  allem 
*'  ^ry?r^«^^r  (without  exception)^/-^  bounden^ 
^*  by  andu?itG  the  law,  &c." 

This    binding  or  obligation;,  is  properlj 

cxpre  Ifcd 
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exprefled  by  the  Englifh  word  Ligeance,  {a 
Jjgando)  which  may  be  either  perpetual  or 
tv;niporary.  Wood  6.  k  c.  3.  p.  37.  but  one 
onhefe  is  indifpenfiibly  due  to  the  Sovereign 
froAi  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  people, 
their  beings  bounden  unto  the  laws,  (upon 
whict  the  Sovereign's  right  is  founded)  ex- 
preil'es  and  implies  this  fubjeclion  to  the  laws, 
and  therefore  to  alledge,  that  an  aUen  is  not 
a  lubjed:,  becaufe  he  is  in  bondage^  is  not 
only  a  plea  without  foundation,  but  a  con- 
tradiction in  terms,  for  every  perfon  who 
in  any  refpecl  is  in  fubjedion  to  the  laws, 
muft  undoubtedly  be  a  fubjed. 

I  come  now  to  the  main  point "  that 

every  Jiian^  woman ^  or  child ^  that  now  Is^  or 
hereafter  Jhall  he  an  inhabitant  or  refiant  of  this 
kingdom    of  England^   dominion  of  Wales^  or 

,-town    of  Berwick  upon  Tweed^''  is,  in   fome 

irefpecl  or  other,  the  K'uig's  fubje^^  and  as 
fuch,  is  abfolutely  fecurein  his,  or  her  per- 

fonal  liberty^  by  virtue  of  a  flat.ute,  31ft  Car. 
II.  ch.  II,  and  particularly  by  the  12th  Secft. 
of  the  fame  (wherein  fubjecis  of  all  condi- 
tions are  plainly  included.) 

This  ad  is  exprefsly  intended  for  the  bet- 
ter fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl,  and  for 

i  prevention  of  imprifonment  beyond  the 
feas.  It  contains  no  diftinclion  of  "  natural 
horn^  naturalized^  denizen^  or  alien  fubjed^  nor 
of  white  or  blacky  freemen  or  even  of  bond  mcn^* 

(except 
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(except  in  the  cafe  already  mentioned  of  a 
contradin  writings  by  which  it  fhall  appear, 
that  the  f aid flave  have  zoluntartly  hound  him- 
felf  without  compulfion  or  illegal  durefs)  allowed- 
by  the  13th  Seel,  and  the  exception  likewife 
in  the  14th  Secl.  concerning  felons,  but  they 
are  all  included  under  the  general  titles  of 
"  thefuhjeBy  any  of  the  [aid  fubjefls^"  every 
fuch  perfon^  &c,:  Now  the  definition  of  the 
word  ''  perfon^^  in  its  relative  or  civil  capaci-^ 
ty  (according  to  Wood.  b.  i.c.  11.  p.  27' 
is  either  the  King  or  afuhjed*  Thefe  are  th( 
only  capital  difiinciions  that  can  be  made 
though  the  latter  coniius  of  a  variety  of  de- 
nominations and  degrees^. 
'  But  if  I  were  even  to  allow,  that  2l  Negroe^. 
flave  is  not  a  fubjeci:-,  (though  I  think  I  have 
clearly  proved  that  he  is)  yet  it  is  plain,  thats 
fuch  an  one  ouscht  not  to  be  denied  the  be-* 
nefit  of  the  King's  court,  unlefs  the  flave- 
holder  fhall  be  able  to  prove  likewife,  that 
he  is  not  a  Man^  becaufe  every  man  may  be'' 
free  to^  fue  for'  "SiXidi  defend  his  right  in  out 
courts y(-ary^  a  ftat-  20th  Edw.  III.  Ch.  4.and 
elfewhere  according  to  lav/.  And  ?io  7nan  of 
what  eftate  or  conditiort  that  he  be,  (here  can 
be  no  exception  whatfoever)7^^//  he  put  out 
@f  land  or  tenement ^  nor  taken  nor  imprifoned^ 
nor  difinherited,  7ior  put  to  deaths  without  being 
brought  in  anfwer  by  due  procefs  of  the  law,. 
2.ath  Edw.  III.  Ch.  3.  Bo  man  therefore,  of 

what 


(7     ) 

ivhat  eflate  or  condition  that  he  he^  can  law- 
fully be  detained  io  England  as  a  flave^  be- 
caufe  we  have  no  law,  whereby  a  man  may  he 
condemned  to  yZ^-y^rv,  without  his  own  con- 
fent,  (for  even  convidled  felons  muft,  "  in 
open  court  fray  to  he  tranfported^''^  fee  Habeas 
Corpus  act.  Sect.  14.  and  therefore  there 
cannot  be  any  "  due  frocefs  of  the  /<^w,'^  tend- 
ing to  fo  bafe  a  purpofe  :  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  every  man  who  prefumes  to  de- 
tain any  per/on  whatfoever  as  a  ilave,  other- 
wife  than  by  virtue  of  a  written  contract,  acts 
manifeftly  without  "  du^  procefs  of  the  lawJ^ 
and  confequently  is  liable  to  the  flaves 
"  adion  of  falfe  imprifonment ^^*  ibecaufe 
*'  every  man  may  be  free  to  fue^  &c.  fo  that 
the  flave-holder  cannot  avail  himfelf  of  his 
imaginary  property^  either  by  the  affiftance 
^f  the  common  law,  or  of  a  court  of 
equity,  (except  it  appears  that  the  faid /Iav€ 
has  voluntary  bound  himfelf  without  com^ 
fulfion,  or  illegal  durefs)  for  in  both,  his  fuit 
will  certainly  appear  both  unjuft  and  indefen- 
sible. The  former  cannot  aflill  him,  becaufe 
the  ftatute  law  at  prefent  is  fo  far  from  fup- 
pofing  any  man  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  that  it 
jcannot  even  permit  fuch  a  ftate,  except  m 
the  two  cafes  mentioned  io  the  1 3th  and  r^tk 
Section  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  acl:  \  and  the 
courts  of  equity  hkewife  muft  necelTarily 
ilecide  againll  iiim,  becaufe  bis  mcve  pierce^- 

iiary 


(  8  ) 
nary  plea,  of  private  property ^  cannot,  equit- 
ably in  a  cafe  between  {riian  and  ;7?j;2,)ftand  in 
competition  with  thwlfuperior  property  Vv^hich 
every  man  mufl  neceffariiy  be  allowed  to 
have  in  his  o^^n  proper  per/on. 

How  then  is  the  Have-holder  to  fecure 
what  he  efteems  h.\s property^  Perhaps  he  will 
endeavour  clandeftinely  to  feize  the  fuppofed 
Have  in  order  to  tranfport  him,  (with  or 
without  his  confent)  to  the  colonies,  where 
fuch  property  it  allowed:  But  let  him  take 
care  what  he  does,  the  very  attempt  is  pu- 
nilliable,  and  even  the  making  over  his  pro^- 
perty  to  another  for  that  purpofe,  renders 
him  equally  liable  to  the  fevere  penalties  of 
the  law,  for  a  bill  of  fale  may  certainly  be 
included  under  the  terms  exprefTed  in  the 
Habeas  Corpus  a^t,  1 2  th  Sedl.  viz,  "  Any  war-', 
rant  or  writing  for  Juch  commitment^  detaiiier^ 
vnprifonment  or  tranfport ation^  6"^.'*  It  is  alfo 
dangerous  for  a  counfellor  or  any  other  perfon 
toadvife''  (fee  the  ad  "  ftiallbeadvirmg")  fuch 
proceedings  by  faying,  *'  that  a  mafer  may 
legally  compel  him^  (the  Have)  to  return  again 
to  the  plantations  r  Like  wife  an  Attorney, 
Notary-public,  or  any  other  perfon,  who 
fliall  prefume  to  draw  up,  negotiate,  or  even 
to  witnefs  a  bill  of  fale,  or  other  inPtrument, 
for  fuch  committment,  ^c.  offends  equally 
againft  the  law,  becaufe,  "  Ally  or  any  per -^ 
fon  or  perfons  that  fh  all  frame  ^  contrive,  write ^ 

feal 
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feul  or  count erf.gn  any  tvarrant^  or  luriilngfor 
fucb  mnmitment,  detainer^  impnfoujnent  or  tranf- 
prtation^  or  JJmll  he  adviftng^  aiding  or  ajjifl^ 
iny  hi  thefame^  or  any  of  them,''  are  liable  to 
alUhe  penalties  of  the  aa.  "  And  the  Plain- 
tiff in  every  fucb  action,  flmll  have  judgment  ^  to 
recover  his  treble  cofls^  hefides  damages  ;  which 
damages  fo  to  be  given,  ftmll  not  be  lefs  than  jive 
hundred  founds  \''  fo  that  the  injured  may 
have  ample  fatisfaclion  for  their  fufferings  ; 
and  even  a  judge  may  not  direct  or  inflrucl: 
a  jury  contrary  to  this  ftatute  whatever  his 
piivate  opinion  may  be  concerning  property 
iH  ilaves  ;  becaufe,  7io  order  or  command,  nor 
no  injunction^  is  allowed  to  interfere  with 
this  golden  act  of  liberty. 

— —  I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  ge- 
neral term,  "  every  Alien,"  includes  all 
firangers  ivhatfoever,  and  renders  them  y^Z'- 
jed  to  the  King  and  the  laws  during  their  re- 
fidence  in  this  kingdom ;  and  this  is  certain- 
ly true,  v/hether  the  aliens  be  Turks,  Moors, 
Arabians,  Tartars,  or  even  favages  from  any 
part  of  the  world. — Men  are  rendered  ob- 
noxious to  the  laws  by  their  offences,  and 
not  by  the  particular  denomination  of  their 
rank,  order,  parentage,  colour  or  country, 
and  therefore,  though  we  fhould  fuppofe, 
that  any  particular  body  of  people  whatfoe- 
ever  were  not  known,  or  had  in  confidera- 
tion  by  the  legiflature  at  the  different  times 
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when  the  fevere  penal  laws  were  made,  yet 

no  man  can  reafonably  conceive,  that   fuch 

men  are  exempted  on  this  account  from  the 

penalties  of  the  faid  laws,  when  legally  con- 

-vid:ed  of  haying  offended  againft  them. 

Laws  calculated  for  the  moral  purpofe  of 
preventing  oppreflion,  are .  likewife   ufually 
fuppofed  to  be  everlafting,  and  to  make  up 
a  part  of  ..our  happy  conftitution ;  for  which 
reafon,  though  the  kind  of  oppreffion  to  be 
guarded  againft,  and  the   penalties  for  of- 
fenders are  minutely  defcribed  therein,  yet 
the  perfons  to  be  protected  are  comprehend- 
ed in  terms  as  general  as  poffible  ;  that  "  no 
:ferfon  who  riow  is,,  or  hereafter  JImll  he  an  in- 
habitant or  refiant  in  this  kingdom,  (fee  Habe- 
as Corpus  acl,  Se6l.  12th)  may   feem   to  be 
excluded  from    protedion.      The    general 
terms  of  the  feveral  ftatutes  before  cited  are 
\fo  full  and  clear,  that  they  admit  of  no  ex- 
ception whatfoever,   for  all   perfons,  (Ne- 
groes as  well  as  others)  muft  be  included  in 
-  the  terms  ;  "  the  fubjecT:  '^-^nofuhjeB  of  this 
j-eahnthatnow  is,  or  hereafter  fiall  he   an  in- 
habitant,^z,  any  fubje6l  ;  every  fuch  ferfon,  fee 
-Habeas    Cor.  ad.  Alfo,  every  man  may  be 
free  to  fue,&c.  20th  Edward  III.   Cap.  4,  and 
no  man,  of  what  eftate  or  midition  than  he  he^ 
ihall  be  taken  nor  imprifoned.  e^^.  Truejuf- 
tice  makes  no  refpecl  of  perfons,  and   can 
never    deny  to    any  one  that  bleffing  tp 
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^T'llich  all  mankind  have  an  undoubted  right, 
their  natural  liberty  :  Though  the  law  makes 
no  mention  of  Negroe  flaves,  yet  this  is 
no  juft  argument  for  excluding  them  from 
the  general  prote6^;ion  of  our  happy  confti- 
tution. 

Neither  can  the  objeclion,'  that  Negroe 
ilaves  were  not  "  had  in  coiifideration  or 
contemplation"  when'  thefe  laws  were 
made,  prove  any  thing  againfi:  them  ;  but, 
cm  the  contrary,  much  in  their  favour  ;  for 
both  thefe  circumftances  are  ftrong  prefump- 
tiVe  proofs,  that  the  pradice  of  importing 
iBaves  into  this  kingdom,  and  retaining  them 
as  fuch,  is  an  innavation  entirely  foreign  to 
the  fpirit  and  intention  of  the  laws  now  in 
force. 

-Page  79.  A  toleration  of  ilavery,  is, 

in  efFed,  a  toleration  of  inhumanity  ;  for 
there  are  wretches  in  the  world,  who  make 
no  fcruple  to  gain,  by  wearing  out  their 
flaves  with  continual  labour,  and  a  fcanty 
allowance,  before  they  have  lived  out  half 
their  natural  days.  ^Tis  notorious,  that 
this  is  too  oftei^the  cafe  in  the  unhappy  coun- 
tries where  Ilavery  is  tolerated. 

See  the  account  of  the  European  fettle- 
ments  in  America,  Part  VI.  Chap.  11.  con- 
cerning the  ' '  mifery  of  the  Negroes^  great 
ivajle  of  them^  &c.  which  informs  us,  not 
only  of  a  moil  fcandalous  profanation  of  the 
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Lord's  day,  but  alfo,  of  another  abominati" 
on,  which  muft  be  infinitely  more  heinous 
in  the  fight  of  God,  viz,  oppreffion  carried 
to  fuch  excefs,  as  to  be  even  deftruclive  c-f 
the  human  fpecies. 

At  prefent  the  inhumanity  of  conRrained 
labour  in  excefs,  extends  no  farther  in  Eng- 
land, than  to  our  bealls,  as  poll  and  hack- 
ney horfes,  fand  aues,  &c» 

But  thanks  to  our  laws,  and  not  to  the 
general  good  difpofition  of  mafters,  that 
It  is  fo,  for  the  wretch,  who  is  bad  enough 
to  mal-treat  a  helplefs  beafl,  would  not  fparc 
his  fellow  man,  if  he  had  him  as  much  in 
his  power. 

The  maintenance  of  civil  liberty,  is  there- 
fore, abfolutely  necefiary  to  prevent  an  en- 
creafe  of  our  national  guilt,  by  the  addition 
of  the  horrid  crime  or  tyranny. — Notwith- 
fianding  that  the  plea  of  neceffity  cannot 
here  be  urged,  yet  this  is  no  rcafon  why 
an  increafe  of  tlie  practice  is  not  to  be  feared. 
Our  North  America  colonies  afford  us  a 
melancholy  inftance  to  the  contrary  ; — for 
though  the  climate  in  general  is  fo  whole- 
fome  and  temperate,  that  it  will  not  autho- 
rife  this  plea  of  neceility  for  the  employment 
of  Haves,  any  more  than  our  own,  yet  the 
pernicious  practice  of  flave-holding  is  be- 
come almoft  general  in  thofe  parts.  At  Nevv^- 
York,  for  inilance^  the  infringement  on  er- 
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vil  ordomeftic  liberty  is  become  notorious,, 
notwithftanding  the  political  controverfies 
of  the  inhabitants  in  praife  of  liberty  ;  but 
DO  panegyrick  on  this  fubject  (howfoever 
elegant  in  itfelf)  can  be  graceful,  or  edify- 
ing from  the  mouth,  or  pen  of  one  of  thofe 
provincials  ;  becaufe  men,  who  do  not  fcru- 
ple  to  detain  others  in  ilavery,  have  but  a 
.very  partial  and  unjuftxlaim  to  the  prote6lion 
of  the  laws  of  liberty ;  and  indeed  it  too 
plainly  appears,  that  they  have  no  real  re- 
gard for  liberty,  farther  than  their  owa 
private  interefts  are  concerned  ;  and  (confe- 
quently)  that  they  have  fo  little  detellation 
for  defpotifm  and  tyranny,  that  they  do  not 
fcruple  to  exercife  them  whenever  their  ca- 
price excites  them,  or  their  private  intereft 
feems  to  require  an  exertion  of  their  power 
^over  their  miferable  flaves. 

Every  petty  planter,  who  avails  himfelt 
of  the  fervice  of  flaves,  is  an  arbitrary  mo- 
narch, or  rather  a  lawlefs  Baihaw  in  his  owa 
territories,  notwithftanding  that  the  imagi- 
nary freedom  of  the  province  wherein  he  re- 
fides,  may  feem  to  forbid  the    obfervatian. 

The  boafted  liberty  of  our  American  co- 
lonies, therefore,  has  fo  little  right  to  that 
facred  name,  that  it  feems  to  differ  from  the 
arbitrary  power  of  defpotic  monarchs,  only 
in  one  circumftance,  viz,  that  it  is  a  many^ 
jseaded  mcnjier  of  tyranny^  which  entirely  fub-' 

B  3  verts 
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verts  our  moR  excellent  conilitution,  became 
liberty  and  flavery  are  fo  oppofite  to  each 
other,  that  they  cannot  fubfift  in  the  fame 
community.  "  Political  liberty  (in  mild  or 
well  regulated  governments)  makes  civil  li- 
berty valuable ;  and  whofoever  is  deprived 
of  the  latter^  is  deprived  alfo  of  the  former  J* 
This  obfervation  of  the  learned  Montefquieu^ 
Ihope,  fufficiently  juftifies  my  cenfure  of 
the  Americans  for  their  notorious  violation 

of  civil  liberty. The  New-York  Journal, 

or,  The  General  Advertifer,  for  Thurfday, 
22d  Odober  1767,  Gives  Notice  by  Adver- 
tifement  of  nolefs  than  eight  different  per- 
fons  who  have  efcaped  from  llavery,  or  are 
put  up  to  pubHc  fale  for  that  horrid  pur- 
pofc. 

That  I  may  demonftrate  the  indecency  of 
fuch  proceedings  in  a  free  country,  I  fhall 
take  the  liberty  of  laying  fome  of  thefe  Ad- 
vertifements  before  my  readers,  by  way  of 
example. 

To  be  SOLD  for  Want  of  Employment  y 
A  likelv  ftrons:  active   Necrroe  Man,  of 
about  24  years  of  age,  this  country  born, 
(N,B,  A  natural  born  fubjecl)  underftands 


*'  moft  of  a  Baker's  trade  and  a  srood  deal 


of  farming  buiinefs,  and  can  do  all  forts 
ofhoufe-work:-  Alfo,  A  healthy  Negroe 
*'  Wench,  of  about  21  years  old,  is  a  tole- 
*'  rable  Cook,  and  capable  of  doing  all  forts 

''  of 
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*^*  of  houfe-work,  can  be  well  recommend- 
*«  ed  for  her  honefly  and  fobriety  :  She  has 
««  a  female  child  of  nigh   three  years  old, 
*«  which  will  be  fold  with  the  Wench  if  re- 
<'  quired,  &c,''  Here  is  not  the  leaft  confi- 
deration  or  fcruple  of  confcience  for  the  in- 
humanity of  parting  the  mother  and  young 
child.  From  the  ftile,  one  would  fuppofe  the 
Advertifement  to  be  of  no  more  importance 
than  if  it  related  merely  to  the  fale  of  a  cow 
and  her  calf,  and  that  the  cow  fhould  be  fold 
with  or  without  her  calf  according  as  the 
purchafer  fliould  require. — But    not  only- 
Negroes,  but  even  American  Indians  are  de- 
tained in  the  fame  abominable  flavery  in  our 
colonies,  though  there  cannot  be  any   rea- 
fonable    pretence   whatfoever,  for  holding 
one  of  thefe  as  private  property  ;  for  even, 
if  a  written  contrad  fhould  be   produced  as 
a  voucher  in  fuch  a  cafe,  there  would  ftill 
remain  great  fufpicion,  that  fome  undue  ad- 
vantage had  been  taken  of  the  Indians  igno- 
rance concerning  the  nature  of  fuch  a  bond. 
*'  Run    away^  on    Monday  the   2  \ft  injlant^ 

from  J— n  T s,  Efq;ofWefl-CheJler 

Courdy^  in  the  province  of  New -Tor  k, 

"  An    Indian    flave,   named  Abraham,  he 

may  have   changed  his  nam.e,  about  2;^ 

years  of  age,  about  five  feet  five  inches." 

Upon  the  whole,   I  think,  I  may,  with 

juftice  conclude,  that  thofe  Advertifements 

difcover 
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difcover  a  fhamelefs  proftitution  and  in- 
ffingement  on  the  common  and  natural 
rights  of  mankind. —  But  hold  !  perhaps  the  b 
Americans  may  be  able,  with  too  much, 
juftice,  to  retort  this  fevere  reflection,  and. 
may  refer  us  to  news-papers  publilhed  even 
in  the  free  city  of  London,  which  contain 
Advertifements,  not  lefs  difhonourable  than 
their  own.  See  Advertifement  in  the  Pub* 
lie  Ledger  of  3 1 ft  December,  1761. 
"  For     SALE, 

,"  A  healthy  Negroe  GIRL,  aged  a- 
*'  bout  fifteen  years;  fpeaks  good  Englifli^ 
"  works  at  her  needle,  w^alhes  well,  does 
"  houfliold  work,  and  has  had  the  fmall- 
"  pox.    By  J.  VvT.  &cJ' 

Another  Advertifement,  not  long  ago,, 
offered  a  reward  for  ftopping  a  female  flavc 
who  had  left  her  miftrefs  in  Hatton-garden. 
And  in' the  Gazetteer  of  18th  April  1769,, 
appeared  a  very  extraordinary  Advertife* 
ment,  with  the  following  title. 

"  Horfes,  TijulVifiy,  and  black  Boy, 
"  To  be  Sold,  at  the  Bull  and  Gate  Inn, 
"  Holborn,  A  z'ery  good  T'wi  Wifiy,  little 
*'  the  worfe  for  wear,  6"^."  afterwards  "  a 
*'  Che/nut  Geldi?2g,"— Then,  Avery  good  grey 
«'  iVl^?r<?"— and  laft  of  all,  (as  if  of  the  leaft 
confequence)^ '  A  well  made  good  tempered  Black 
"  Boy,  he  has  lately  had  the  fmall -pox,  and 
««  will  be  fold  to  any  gentleman.  Enquire 
''  as  above."  Another 
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Another  Advertifement  in  the  flime  pa- 
per, contains  a  very  particular   deicription 

of  a  Negroe  man,  called  Jeremiah  — , 

"  and  concludes  as  follows  -.—Whoever  dc- 

«  delivers  him  to  Capt.  M U y,  on 

*'  board  the  Elizabeth  at  Prince's  flairs,  Ro- 
"  therhithe,  on  or  before  the  31ft  inifant, 
«'  fhall  receive  thirty  Guineas  Reward,  or 
"  ten  Guineas  for  fuch  intelligence  as  ihall 
"  enable  the  Captain  or  his  Mailer,  efrectu- 
«  ally  to  fecure  him.  The  utmoft  fecrecy 
^'  may  be  depended  on."  It  is  not  on  ac- 
count ofihame,  that  men,  who  are  capable 
of  undertaking  the  defperate  and  wicked 
employment  of  kidnappers,  are  fuppofed  to 
be  tempted  to  fuch  a  bufmefs,  by  a  promife, 
"  of  the  utmoftfurecyr  But  this  muft  be  from 
afenfeof  the  uniawfulnefs  of  the  acl  propos- 
ed to  them,  that  they  may  have  lefs  reafon 
to  fear  a  profecution.  And  as  fuch  a  kind  of 
people  are  fuppofed  to  undertake  any  thing 
for  money,  the  Reward  of  thirty  Guineas 
was  tendered  at  the  top  of  the  Advertife- 
ment in  capital  letters.  No  man  can  be  fafe, 
be  he  white  or  black,  if  temptations  to  break 
the  laws  are  fo  fhamefully  publiliied  in  our 
news-papers. 

A  Creole  Black  Boy,  is  alfo  offered  to  iale  m 
the  Daily  Advertifer  of  the  fame  date. 

Befides    thefe  inilances,  the    Americans 
may   perhaps  taunt  us  with   the  fliameful 

treatment 
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tre:itment  of  a  poor  Negroe  fervant,  who 
not  long  ago  was  put  up  to  fale  by  public  auc- 
tion^ togetker  with  the  efFecls  of  his  bank- 
rupt mailer. Alfo,  that  the  priibns  of 

this  free  city  have  been  frequently  pro flitut- 
ed  of  late  by  the  tyrannical  and  dangerous 
practice  of  confining  Negroes,  under  the 
pretence  of  flavery,  though  there  has  been 
no  warrants  whatfoever-^  for  their  commit- 
ment. 

This  circumftance  of  confining  a  man 
without  a  warranty  has  fa  great  a  refem- 
blance  to  the  proceedings  of  a  Popilh  inqui- 
iition,  that  it  is  but  too  obvious  what  dan- 
gerous pradlices-fuch  fcandalous  innovations 
(if  permitted  to  grow^  more  into  ufe)  are  li- 
able to  introduce.  No  perfon  can  be  fafe, 
if  wicked  and  defigning  men  have  it  in  their 
power,  under  the  pretence  of  private  pro- 
perty as  ailave,  to  throw  a  man  clandeiline- 
ly.without:a  warrant  into  goal,  and  to  con- 
ceal him  there,  until  they  can  conveniently 
difpofe  of  him. 

A  free  man  may  be  thus  robbed  of  his  li»- 
berty,  and  carried  beyond  the  feas,  with- 
out having  the  leaft  opportunity  of  making 
his  cafe  known  ;  which  fhould  teach  us  how 
jealous  we  ought  to  be  of  all  imprifonments 
made  without  the  authority,  or  previous 
examination  of  a  civil  magiftrate. 

Tlie^dillindlion  of  colour  will,  in  a  iliorf 

time. 
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time,  be  no  protedion  againft  fuch  outra- 
ges, efpecially,  as  not  only  Negroes,  but 
Mullatoes,  and  even  American  Indians, 
(which  appears  by  one  of  the  Advertife- 
ments  before  quoted)  are  retained  in  ilavery 
in  our  American  colonies  ;  for  there  are 
many  honeft  weather-beaten  Englifhmen, 
who  have  as  Httle  reafon  to  boaft  of  their 
complexion  as  the  Indians.  And  indeed  the 

,  more  northern  Indians,  have  no  difference 
from  us  in  complexion,  but  fuch.asis  occa- 
fioned  by  the  climate  .or  different  way  of 
jiving.    The  plea  of  private  property,  there- 

:  fore,  cannot  by  any  means  juftify  a  private 
commitment  of  any   perfon  .whatfoever  to 

,to  prifon,  becaufe  of  the  apparent  danger 
and  tendency  of  fuch. an -innovation.     This 

;  dangerous  pratlice  of  concealing  in  prifon, 
was  attempted  in  the  cafe  of  Jonathan 
Strong;  for  the  door-keeper  of  the  P-lt-y 
C — pt — r  (or  fome  perfon  who  aded  for 
him)  abfolutely  refufed  for  two  days  to  per- 
mit this  poor  injured  Negro  to  be  feen  or 

'  fpoke  with,  •  though  a  perfon  went  on  pur- 
pofe  both  tbofe  days  to  demand  the  fame. 
— —All  laws  ought  to_be  founded  upon  the 

^  principle  .of  *'  doing :as  one  would  he  donehy^^ 
and  indeed  tilis  principle  feems  to  be  the  ve- 

<.ry  bafis  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  for 
what  precaution  could  poflibly  be  more  ef- 
fedual  for  that  purpofe,  than  the  right  we 

enjoy 
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enjoy  of  being  judged  by  our  Peers,  credi- 
table perfons  of  the  vicinage  ;  efpecially,  as 
we  may  likevvife  claim  the  right  of  except- 
ing againil  any  particular  juryman,  who 
might  he  fufpected  of  partiality. 

This  law  breathes  the  pure  fpirit  of  liber- 
ty, equity  and  focial  love  ;  being  calculated 
to  maintain  that  coniideration  and  mutual 
regard,  which  one  perfon  ought  to  have  for 
another  howfoever  unequal  in  rank  or  fta- 
tion. 

But  when  any  part  of  the  community, 
under  the  pretence  of  private  property, is  de- 
prived of  this  common  privilege,  'tis  a  vio- 
lation of  civil  liberty,  which  is  entirely  in- 
conliftent  with  the  focial  principles  of  a  free 
Hate. 

True  liberty  protects  the  labourer,  as  well 
as  his  Lord  ;  preferves  the  dignity  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  feldom  fails  to  render  a 
province  rich  and  populous ;  whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  toleration  of  flavery  is  the 
higheft  breach  of  focial  virtue,  and  not  only 
tends  to  depopulation,  but  too  often  renders 
the  minds  of  both  mafters  and  flaves  utter- 
ly depraved  and  inhuman,  by  the  hateful 
extremes  of  exaltation  and  depreffion. 

If  fuch  a  toleration  fliould  ever  be  gener- 
ally admitted  in  England,  (which  God  for^ 
bid)  we  fhall  no  longer  deferve  to  be  efteeni- 
ed  a    civilized  people  j  becaufe,   when  the 

cuilom 
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<c4.iftoriis  of  uncivilized  nations,  and  thcun- 
civilized  cufimns  which  difgrace  our  own  colojiies,^ 
are  become  fo  familiar,  as  to  be  permitted 
amongft-iTs  v/ith  impunity,  we  ourfelves 
muft  infenllbly  degenerate  to  the  fame  de- 
gree of  bafenefs  with  thofe  from  whom 
iiich  bad  cuiioms  were  derived,  and  may 
too  foon  have  the  mortification  to  fee  the 
hateful  extremes  of  tyranny  and flavery  fof- 
■  tered  under  every  roof  ,^^ 

Then  muft  the  happy  medium  of  a  well 
regulated  liberty  be  neceifarily  compelled  to 
^hA  flielter  in  fome  more  civilized  country, 
where  focial  virtue,  and  that  divine  precept, 
"  Thou  fh alt  love  thy  neighbour  asthyfelf^^  are 
better  underftood. 

An  attempt  to  prove  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency, injuftice  and  difgrace  of  tolerating 
flavery  amongft  Englilhraen,  would  in  any 
termer  age  have  been  efteemed  as  fuperflu- 
ous  and  ridiculous,  as  if  a  man  fhould  un- 
dertake in  a  formal  manner  to  prove,  that 
darknefs  is  not  light. 

Sorry  am  I,  that  the  depravity  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  has  made  a  demonftration  of  this 
kind  neceffary. 

Now  that  I  may  fum  up  the  amount  of 
what  has  been  faid  in  a  fingle  fentence,  I 
Ihall  beg  leave  to  conclude  in  the  words  of 
the  great  fir  Edward  Coke,  whick  though 

C  fpokca 
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lijpokeii  on  a  different  occafion,  are  yet  ap,.- 

plicable  to  this,  fee  Riifhworth's  Hift.  CoL 

An.   1628.    4.  Caroli.  fol.  ^^g, 

"^  It  would  be  no  honour  tp   a  king  or 
.-^*  kingdom,  to  be  a  king  of  bondmen    or 

*'  il^ves,  the  end  of  this  would  be  both  de- 
.  ♦*  decus  f  and  damnim  \  both  to  king  and 
^*  kingdom,  that  ia  former  times  have  been 
^'  fo  renowned/* 


Note,^  at  page  63.    According  to  the  laws 
,of  Jamaica  printed  at  London  in  1 756.     "If 
,"  any  flave  having  been  one  whole  year  in 
"  this  ifland,  (fays  an  acl,  N^   64,  claufe  5. 
"  p.  ii4)fhali  run  away,  and  continue  ab- 
"  fent  from  his  owners  fervice  for  the  fpace 
"  of  thirty  days,  upon  complaint  and  proof 
^'  &c.  before  any  two  juftices  of  the  peace, 
^'  and  three  freeholders,  &c.   it  fliail  and 
."  may  be  lawful  for  fuch  juftices  and  free- 
"  holders  to  order  fuch  flave  tp  be  puniflied 
"  by  cutting  off  one  of  the  feet  of  fuch /lave,  or 
.<f  inflicl  fuch  other  corporal  punifliment  as 
"  t\ity  fball  think  fit:'     Now  that  i  may  in- 
form my  readers  what  corporal  punifhments 
are  fometimes  thought  fit  to  be  inflic1:ed,  I 
.will  refer  tp  the  teftimony  of  fir  Hans  Sloan, 
(fee  voyage  to  the  iflands  of  Madeira,  Barba- 
does,  &c.  and  Jamaica,  with  the  natural  hif- 
tory  of  the  laft  of  thefe  iflands,  &c.  London 
,  1707^ 

t  Diigrace.         jToIE       ~  '        \       "—"'- 
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ryoy.  Introduclion,  p.  s^^  ^^<^  57-)  "  The 
''  punilhmcnt  for  crimes  of  flaves  (fays  he) 
"  are  ufually  for  rebellions  burning  them,  by 
*'  nailing  them  down  on  the  ground  with 
«*  crooked  fticks,  on  every  Hmb,  and  then 
"  applying  the  fire  by  degrees  from  the  feet 
"and  hands,  burning  them  gradually  up 
*^  to  the  head;  whereby  i  heir  fains  are  ex^ 
^'^  travagant ;  for  crimes  of  a  leiTer  nature 
«'  geldings  or  chopping  off'  half  the  fvct  with 
«' an  axe.     Thefe  punilhments  are  fuffered 

<*  by  them  with  great  conftancy. — -For 

"  negligence/  they  are  ufually  w^hipped  by 
^^  the  overfeers  with  lance-wood  fwitches, 
"  till  they  be  bloody,  and  feveral  of  th'i 
«*  fwitches  brokcHj.  being  firft   tied  up   ir/ 

"  their  hands  in  the  mill  houfes. Ar- 

"  tcr  they  axe  whipped  till  they  are  raw, 
«'  feme  put  on  their  feins  pepper  and  fait, 
"  to  make  them  fm art  ;  at  other  times  their 
"  mafters  will  drop  melted  w^ax  on  their 
*'  flvins,  andurefeveraH'^r_)'dr.v<^z/////^/(?/7.v^^2/x.'^ 
Sir  Kans  adds,  "  Thefe  punifhments  are 
"  fometimes  merited  by  the  blacks,  w^ho  are 
"  a  very  perverfe  generation  of  people,  and 
"  though- they  appear  very  harih,  yet  are 
*'  fcarc'e  equal  to  fome  of  their  crimes,  and 
•^^  inferior  to  what  punilliments  other  Earo- 
'-'-'  pean  nations  inflid  on  their  flaves  in  the 
'•*  Eaft'Indies,  as  m-ay  be  feen  by  Moouet, 
^*  iiud  other  travellers/'  Thus  fir  Hans  Sloan 

endeavours 
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endeavours  to  excufe  thofe {hocking cruelties, 
but  certainly  in  vain  :  becaufe  no  crimes 
whatfoever  can  merit  fuch  fevere  punifh- 
ments,  uniefs  I  except  the  crimes  of  thofe 
who  devife  and  inflicl  them.  Sir  Hans  Sloan 
indeed,  mentions  r^/?^///^,  as  the  principal 
crime,  and  certainly  it  is  very  juftly  efteem- 
cd  a  moft  heinous  crime,  in  a  land  of  liber- 
ty, where  government  is  limited  by  equita- 
ble and  jiift  laws,  if  the  fame  are  tolerably 
well  obferved;  but  in  countries  where  ar- 
bitrary power  is  exercifed  with  fuch  intolera- 
ble cruelty,  as  is  before  defcribed,  if  refin- 
ance be  a  crime,  it  is  certainly  the  moft  na- 
tural of  all  others. 

But    the    19th  claufe  of    the   58th    acl, 
would  indeed   on  a  ilight  perufal  induce  ub 
to  conceive,  that  the  punifliment  for  rebelli- 
on is  not  fo  fevere  as  it  is  reprefented  by  fit 
Hans  Sloan  ;  becaufe  a  Have,  though  deefft- 
i-d  rebellious^  is  thereby  condemned  to   no 
greater  punifhment  thantranfportation.  Ne- 
verthelefs  if  the  claufe  be  thoroughly  con/i- 
dered  we  fliall  fuid  no  reafon  to  commend 
the  mercy  of  the   legiilature  ;    for  it    only 
proves,  that    the  Jamaica   law-makers  will 
not  fcruple  to  charge  the  flighteft  and  moft 
natural  olfences  with  the  moft  opprobrious 
epithets ;  and  that  a  poor  iiave   who    per- 
haps has  no  otherwife  incurred  his  mafter's 

difpleafurc 
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difpleafurc  than  by  endeavouring  (upon  the 
juft  and  warrantable  principles  of  fclf-prefer- 
vation)  to  efcape  from  his  mailer's  tyranny, 
without  any  criminal  intention  whatfoever, 
is  liable  to  be  deemed  rebellious,  and  to  be  ar- 
raigned as  a  capital  offender.     "  For  every 
"  {lave,  and  flaves  that  fliall  run  away  and  con- 
*'  tinue  butfor  the  fpace  of  twelve  months,  ex- 
«  cept  fuch  (lave  or  Haves  as  fhall  no t  have  been 
«  three  years  in  this  ifland,  fnall  be  deemed 
"  rebellious;'  &c.  (feeadgS,  ciaufe  19. p.  60.) 
Thus  we  are  enabled  to  define  what  a  Weft 
Indian  tyrant  means  by  the  word  rebellious* 
But  unjuft  as  this  ciaufe  may  feem,  yet  it  is 
abundantly  more   merciful  and  confiderate 
than  a  fubfequejit  acl  againll  the  fame  poor 
miferable  people^  becaufe  the  former  affigns 
no  other  punifhment  for  perfons  fo  deeined 
rebellious  than  that   they,    "  Shall  be   tranf- 
■ported  by  order  of  two  juftices    and   three 
freeholders,'"  &c.  whereas  the  latter  fpares 
not  the  blood  of  thefe  poor  injured  fugitives: 
For  by  the  66th  a^:,  a  reward  of  50  pound 
is  offered  to  thofe  who,  "  fliall  kill  or  bring 
'''\Vi'^\vz2Xi-^  rebellious  flaves  ;^  that  is,   any 
of  thefe  unfortunate  people  whom  the  law- 
has  "  deemed  rebellious ;'  as  above  ;  and  this 
premium  is  not  only  tendered  to  commiili- 
oned  parties  (fee  2d.  ciaufe)  but  even  to  any 
private"  hunUr^flavs  or  other  ^erfon^'  (fee  3d. 
^  -  ciaufe.) 


Thus  it  13  manlfed,  that  the  lav/  treats  thcfc 
poor  unhappy  men  with  as  little  ceremony 
and  confideration,  as  if  they  were  merely 
wild  beafts.     But  the  innocent  blood  that  is 
flied  in  confequence  of  fuch  a  deteftable  law, 
mull  certainly   call  for  vengeance  on  the 
murderous  abettors  and  a6lors  of  fuch  de- 
liberate \Yickednefs:  And  though  many  of 
the  guilty  wretches  fhould  even  be  fo  hard- 
ened and  abandoned  as  never  afterwards  to 
be  capable  of  fmcere  remorfe,  yet  a  time  wilL 
undoubtedly  come,  when  they  will  fhudder 
with  dreadful  appreheniions,  on  account  of 
the  infuiliciency  of  fo  wretched  an  excufe,.. 
as  that  their  poor  murdered  brethren   were 
by    law    ^^  deemed  rebellious J^     But  bad  as^ 
thefe  laws  are,  yet,  in  juftice  to  the  free- 
holders of   Jamaica,  I  muft  acknowledge, 
that  their  laws  are  not  near  fo  cruel  and  in- 
human as  the  laws  of  Barbadoes  and  Vir- 
ginia,   and  feem  at   prefent,  to  be   much 
more  reafonable  than  they  have  formerly 
been,  many  very  oppreflive  laws  being  now 
expired,  and  others  lefs  fevere  enacled  in:: 
their  roorn. 

But  it  is  far  otherwifein  Barbadoes  ;  for 
by  the  329th  a^l,  p.  125.  "  If  any  Negro 
*«  or  other  flave,  under  puniihment  by  his 
*' mafter,  or  his  order,  for  running  away,. 
•'  or  any  other  crimes^  or  mifdemeanors  tc- 

^'  wards-. 
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<^  v/ards  his  iliid  mafter,  unfortunately  ffialt 
*«  fuffer  in  life,  or  member,  (which  kldoin 
"  happens)  (but  it  is  plain  by  this  law  that 
"  it  does  fometimes  happen}  no  perfon  what^ 
"  everfiiallhe  liable  to  any  fine  thsrefore^  but  if 
*'  any  manJJmlly  of  ivantonmfs^  or  only  ofbloo- 
"  dy  mindednefs^    or   cruel  intention^    wilfully 
"  kill  a  Negro  or  other  flava  of  bis  own'' — Now 
the  reader,  to  be  fure,    will,  na^turally  ex- 
peel,   that    fome    very   fevere  punifhment 
luuil  in  this  cafe  be  ordained,  to  deter,  the 
wanton.,  bloody  minded^  and  cruel  wretch  horn 
wilfully   killing    his  fellow  creatures ;    but 
alas  I  the  Barbadian  law-makers  have  been 
fo  far  from  intending  to   curb  fuch  aban- 
doned wickednefs,  that  they  have  abfolute- 
ly  made  this  law  on  purpofe  to  Ikreen  thefe 
enormous  crimes  from  the  jufc  indignation 
of  any   righteous  perfon,  who  might  think 
himfelf  bound  in  duty  to  profecute  a  bloody 
minded  villain  ;  they  have,  therefore,  pre- 
fumptuoufly  takenupon  them  to  giveafandi- 
on,  as  it  were,  by  law,  to  the  horrid  crime 
of  wilful  murder  y  and  have  accordingly  or- 
dained, that  he  who  is  guilty  of  it  in  Barba- 
does,  though  theadfliould  be  at  tended  with 
all   the  aggravating  circumftances  before- 
mentioned,  "  fi^all  pay  into  the  piiblick  treafu- 
ry  [no  more  ih-diw)  fifteen  pounds  flerling  ;''  but 
if  he  Ihall  kill  another  man's,  he  fhall  pay  to 

the 
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the  owner  of  the  Negro,  double  the  value^ 
and  into  the  public  treafury,  twenty  Jiv^ 
founds Jlerling^  and  he  Ihall  further,  by  the. 
next  juilice  of  the  peace,  be  bound  to  hisv 
good  behaviour,  duiing  the  pleafure  of  the- 
governor  and  council,  and  not  h^  liable  t9^ 
any  other  p-unijhjnent  or  forfeiture  for  the  fame  ^ 

The  moil  confummate  wickednefs,,  I  fup* 
pofe,  that  any  body  of  people^  under  the. 
Ipecious  form  of  a  legiflature  were  ever  guil- 
ty of :  This  acl  contains  feveral  other  claufes. 
which  are  Ihocking  to  humanity,  thougli- 
too  tedious  to  mention  here.. 

According  to  an  acl  of  Virginia  (4  Anne, 
ch.  49.  fee.  37.  p.  227.)"  after  prociamatioa 
*'  is  ifluedagainft  Haves  that  run  away  and  lie 
"  out,  it  is  lav/ful  for  any  perfon  whatfocr 

ver,  to  kill  and  deftroy  fuch  /laves  by  fuch 

ways  and  means  as  he^  fhe^  or  theyfhall  think 
*-*•  fit^  without  accufation  or  impeachment  of 
"any  crime  for  the  fame,"  &c.  And  left 
private  intereft  ihould  incline  the  planter  to 
mercy,  (to  which  we  muft  fuppofe  fuch  peo- 
ple can  have  no  other  inducement)  it  is  pro- 
vided and  ena<fl:ed  in  the  fucceeding  claufe, 
(N°  38.)  "  That  for  ^'z;^r^y7^^'^  i/7/^^,  in  pur— 
*'  fuance  of  this  ad,  ox  put  to  death  by  law, 
«^  the  mafter,  or  owner  of  fuch  flave,  fJjall 
^'  he  paid  by  the  public.'^ 

'  AifG 
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Alfo  by  an  ael  of  Virginia  (9  Geo.  I.  ch.  4. 
{ect.  18.  p.  343)  it  is  ordained,  "That, 
♦'  where  any  flave  fliall  hereafter  be  found 
*'  notorioully  guilty  of  going  abroad  in  the 
"  night,  or  running  away,  and  lying  out, 
"  and  cannot  be  reclaimed  from  fucb  difor- 
<'  derly  courfes  by  the  common  method  of 
'«  puniihment,  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful, 
"  tD  and  for  the  court  of  the  county  upon 
"  complaint  and  proof  thereof  to  them  made 
"  by  the  owner  of  fuch  flave,  to  order  and 
"  dired:  every  fuch  llave  to  be  punifhed  by 
"  cli/membenng  er  any  other  way,  not  toucb- 
<«  ing  life,  as  the  faid  county  court  fiidl 
«  think  fit:' 

I  have  already  given  examples  enough  of 
the  horrid  cruelties  which  are  fometimes 
thought  fit  on  fuch  occafions.  But  if  the  in- 
-nocent  and  moft  natural  ad:  of  "  running  a- 
"  njoay''  from  intolerable  tyranny  deferves 
fuch  relentlefs  feverity,  what  kind  of  puniib- 
m-^nt  have  thefe  law-makers  themfelves  to 
expecl:  hereafter,  on  account  of  their  own 
enormous  offences  ;  alas  !  to  look  for  mercy 
(without  a  timely  repentance)  will  only  be 
another  inilance  of  their  grofs  injuftice ! 
*'  Havingtheir confciences fearedwlth a  hottron^^ 
they  feem  to  have  loil  all  app.rehenfions 
that  their  flaves  are  men,  for  they  fcruple 
not  to  number  them  with  beafts.     See  aa 
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act  of  BarlDadoes,  (N^  333.  p.  128.)  intitledr 
^'  An  a6l  fer  the  better  regulating  of  (?z//<:r?Vx> 
*'  in  open  market/'  here  we  read  of  "  Ne^ 
^  groes^  cattle,  coppers, y  and  fiills^  and  ether 
*'  chattels^  brought  by  execution  to  open 
"  market  to  be  outcried,'*  and  thefe  (as  if 
all  of  equal  importance)  are  ranged  togethet 
*'  ingreai  lots  or  ?mmbci's  to  he  fold  J'* 

' Page  70.     In  the  329  ace  of  Barba- 

does  (p.  122)  it  is  aiTerted,  that,  "  brutifh 
"  Haves  deferve  not,  for  the  bafenefs  of  their 
*^  condition,  to  be  tried  by  a'  legal  trial  of 
*'  twelve- men  of  their  peers  ar  neigbhourhood^ 
^'  which  neither  truly  can  be  rightly  done, 
*'  as  the  fubjects  of  England  are  /'  (yet 
ilaves  alio  are  fabie(5ls  of  England,  whilll 
they  remain-  within  the  Britiih  dominions, 
iK)Lwithftanding  this  iniinuation  to  the  con-" 
trary)  "  nor  is  execution  to  be  delay'd  to- 
**  wards  them,  in  cafe  of  fuch  horrid  crimes 
^^  CO m  m i tted ,' '  &c . 

A  iimilar  do6trine  is  tau2:htin  an  ad  of 
Virginia,  (9  Geo.  I.  ch.  4.  i^ck..  3.  p.  339.) 
^hereinitis  ordained."  that  every  ilave com- 
**  mitting  fuch  offence  as  by  the  laws  ought 
"  to  be  punifhed  by  death  or  lofs  of  member, 
•*  ihallbeforthwith  committed  to  the  common 
*'  goal  of  the  county,  &c.  And  the  fheriH' of 
*'  fuch  county,  upon  fuch  commitment,  fhall 
^^  forthwith  certify  the  fame,^  with  the  caufe 

"  thereof^ 
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^^  thereof,  to  the  governor  or  commander  1*1 
^«  chief,  &c.  who  is  thereupon  defired  and  im- 
"  powered  to  ifliie  a  ccmmifHon  of  oyer  and  . 
*^  terminer  ;  To/t^c/j  perfons  ashe  Jh  all  think  fit  -^ 
*^  which  perfons,  forthwith  after  the  receipt  of 

'  **  fuchcommiffion^areimpoweredandrequir- 
"  ed  to  caufethc  offender  to  bepubhcly  ar- 
''  raigned  andtried,  &:c,  without  the folemni- 

I  f"^  ty  of  ajury,&c-  Now  let  us  coniider  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  thofe  laws.  As  Englifh- 
men,  we  ftrenuouily  contend  for  this  abfo- 
lute  and  immutable  neceility  of  trials  by  ju- 
ries :  but  is  not  the  fpirlt  and  equity  of 
this  old  Englifli  doctrine  entirely  loft,  if  we 
partially  confine  that  juftice  to  ourfelves  a- 
lone,  when  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  eX' 
tend  it  to  others  ?  The  natural  right  of  all 
mankind  muft  principally  juftify  our  infift- 

,  ing  upon  this  neceffary  privilege  in  favour 
of  ourfelves  in  particular,  and  therefore  if 
we  do  not  allow  that  the  judgment  of  an 
impartial  jury  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  in 
all  cafes  whatfoever,  wherein  the  life  of 
man  is  depending,  we  certainly  undermines 
the  equitable  force  and  reafon  of  thofe  laws, 
by  which  we  ourfelves  are  froteded^  and  con- 
fequently  are  unworthy  to  be  efteemed,  ei- 

,ther  Chriftians  or  Englifhmen. 

Whatever  right  the  members  of  a  pro* 
yincial  alTembly  may  have  to  cnaft  bye  laws, 

for 
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Tor  particular  exigences  among  themfelvcs, 
yet  in  fo  doing,  they  are  certainly  bound  in- 
duty  to  their  fovereign,  to  obferve  moft 
ftriclly,  the  fundamental  principles  of  that 
conftitution,  which  his  majefty  is  fworn  to 
maintain  ;  for  wherefoever  the  bounds  of 
the  Britifh  empire  are  extended,  there  the 
common  law  of  England  mull  of  courfe  take 
place,  and  cannot  ht  fafely  fet  afide  by  any ' 
private  law  whatfoever,  becaufe  the  intro- 
du(5lion  of  an  unnatural  tyranny  muft  necef- 
farily  endanger  the  king^s  dominions.  The 
many  alarming  infurredlions  of  flaves  in  the 
feveral  colonies,  are  fufficient  proofs  of  this. 
The  common  law  of  England  ought  there- 
fore to  be  fo  eftabliflied  in  every  province, 
as  to  include  the  refpeclive  bye  laws  of  each 
province  ;  inflead  of  being  by  them  excluded 
which  latter  has  been  too  much  the  cafe. 

Every  inhabitant  of  the  Britilli  colonies,  ^ 
black  as  well  as  white,  bond  as  well  as  free, 
are  undoubtedly  the  king's fubjeds^  during 
their  refidence  within  the  limits  of  the  king's 
dominions,  and  as  fuch,  are  entitled  to  per- 
fonal  protedion,  however  bound  in  fervice 
to  their  refpeclive  mailers.  Therefore,  when 
any  of  thefe  are  put  to  death,  ''.without  the 
''  folemni^  of  ajury^'  I  fear  that  there  is  too 
much  xeafon  to  attribute  the  guilt  of  murder^ 
to  every  perfon  concerned  in  ordering  th^ 

famg. 
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ikme,  or  in  confenting  thereto  ;  aitd  all  fiich 
perfons  are  certainly  refponlible  to  tbc  king 
and  his  laws^  for  the  lofs  of  a  fuhjccU  The 
liorrid  iniquity,  injuilicc,  and  dangerous 
tendency  of  the  ievcral  plantation  laws, 
^vhichl  have  quoted,  are  io  apparent,  that 
it  is  unnecefikry  for  me  to  apologize  for  the 
freedom  with  which  1  have  treated  them.  If 
luch  laws  are  not  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
government  of  flaves,  the  law-makers  mult 
unavoidably  allow  themfelves  to  be  the  mod 
cruel  and  abandoned  tyrants  upon  earth,  or 
perhaps,  that  ever  were  on  earth.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  be  faid,  that  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  govern  flaves  without  fuch  inhuman 
feverity  and  defceftable  injuftice,  the  fame 
will  certainly  be  an  invincible  areument  a- 
gainlf  the  Icaft  toleration  of  flavery  amongii; 
chriftians,  becaufe  the  temporal  proUt  of  the 
planter  or  mailer,  however  lucrative,  can- 
not compenfate  the  forfeiture  of  his  ever- 
lafting  welfare,  or  (at  lead  I  may  be  allow- 
ed to  fay)  the  apparent  danger  of  fucha  for- 
feiture. 

Oppreilion  is  a  mod  grievous  crime  ;  and 
the  cries  of  thefe  much  injured  people 
(though  they  are  only  poor  ignorant  liea- 
thens)  will  certainly  reach  heaven !  The 
fcriptures  (which  are  the  only  true  foundation 
of  all  laws)  denounce  a  tremendous  judg- 
ment againil  the  man  who  fhould  offend  e- 
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ven  one  little  one;  "  It  were  better  for  liim 
^'  (even  the  merciful  Saviour  of  the  world 
**  hath  himfelf  declared) that  amillftone  wer6 
*'  hanged  about  his  neck  and  lie  caft  into 
*'theiea,  than  that  he  ihould  offend  one  of 
*' thefe  little  ones."  Luke,  xvii.  2.  Who 
then  fhall  attempt  to  vindicate  thofe  inhu* 
man  eflablifhments  of  government,  under 
which,  even  our  own  countrymen  fo  griev* 
oufly  offend  and  opprefs^  (not  merely  one,  or 
a  few  little  ones,  but)  an  immenfe  multi- 
tude of  men^  women,  children,  and  the  cbil' 
ilren  of  their  children,  from  generation  to  ge-' 
neration  ?  May  it  not  be  faid  with  like 
juftice,  it  were  better  for  the  Englifli  nation 
that  thefe  American  dominions  had  never 
exifted,  or  even  that  they  Ihould  have  been 
funk  into  the  feu,  than  that  the  kingdom  of 
<3-reat-Britain  ihould  be  loaded  with  the 
horrid  guilt  of  tolerating  fuch  abominable 
^vickednefs  !  In  ihort,  \i  the  king's  prerogative 
is  not  fpeedily  exerted  for  the  relief  of  his 
xnajefty's  opp-reiled  and  much  injured  fub- 
jects  in  the  Britilh  colonies  (becauie  to  relieve 
the/ubjed  from  the  oppreffion  of  petty  ty- 
rants, is  the  principal  ufe  of  the  royal  prero- 
gative, as  well  as  the  principal  and  moft  na- 
tural means  of  maintaining  the  fame)  and  for 
the  extenfion  of  the  Btitiih  conftitutjon  to 
ihe  moft  diftant  coloxiics  whether  in  theEait 

or 
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or  Weft  Indies,  it  muft  inevitably  be  allow-. 
ed,  that  great  fliare  of  this  enormous  guilt 
will  certainly  reft  on  this  lide  the  water. 

I  hope  this  hint  will  be  taken  notice  of  by 
thofe  whom  it  may  concern  ;  and  tliat  the 
freedom  of  it  will  be  excufed,  as  from  a  loy- 
al and  difintereflcd  advifer . 
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Extiaclis  from  the  writing's  of  feve-* 

ral  noted  Author s.,  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Slavery  of  the  Negroes^  viz.  George  Wai-. 
Jace,    Francis  Hutciieforx,    James  Foller. 

E  O  R  G  E  W  A  L  L  I  S,  in  his  fyf- 
tern  cf  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  Scot- 
Jand^  fpcaking  of  the  ilavery  of  the  Negroes 
in  our  colonies,  fays  "  We  all  know  that 
they  (xhtNegrcei)  are  purchafed  from  their 
I^rinces,  who  pretend  to  have  aright  todif- 
pofe  of  them,  and  that  they  are,  like  other 
?  commodities,  tranfported  by  the  merchants 
who  have  bought  them,  into  America^  in  or- 
der lo  be  expofed  to  fale.  If  this  trade  ad- 
mits of  a  moral  or  a  rational  juftification, 
every  crime,  even  the  mofl:  atrocious,  may 
be  juitiSr'd'  Government  was  inHkuted 
for  the  good  of  mankind ;  kings,  princes, 
p^overnors,  are  not  propnetorg  of  thofe  who 
.n  c  iul^jecl  to  their  authority  ;  they  have 
net  a  r i  i?;h  1 1 0  m  ak  c*.  t  h  cm  m  i  1  cr abl  e .  O  n  the 
contrarv,  their  authority  is  veiled  m  tliem, 
that  they  may,  by  the  juft  exercife  of  it, 
promote  the  happioc/s  of  their  people.  Of 
courle,  they  have  r:oc  a  riglit  to  difpofe  of 
*  their  liberty,  and  to  fell  them  for  Haves.  Be- 
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fides,  no  man  lias  a  ricjlit  to  acquire  or  to 
purchafe  tiiein;  nnn  and  their  liberty  are  not 
Ijn  commercio)  tliey  are  not  either  ialeable  or 
purchafable.  One,  therefore,  has  nobo- 
dy but  himfelf  to  bhime,  in  cafe  he  fliall  find 
himfelf  deprived  of  a  man,  whom  he 
thought  he  had,  by  buying  for  a  price, 
made  his  own  ;  for  he  dealt  in  a  trade 
which  was  illicit,  and  was  prohibited  by 
the  mofl  obvious  dictates  of  humanity.  For 
thefe  reafons  every  one  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men  who  are  pretendeci  to  be  flaves,  has  a 
right  to  be  declared  to  be  \\tt^  for  he  never 
ioil  his  liberty  ;  he  could  not  lofe  it ;  his 
prince  had  no  power  to  difpofe  of  him.  Of 
courfe  the  fale  was  ipfojure  void.  This  right 
he  carries  about  with  him,  and  is  entitled  e- 
very  where  to  get  it  declared.  As  foon, 
therefore,  as  he  comes  into  a-  country  in 
which  the  judges  are  not  forgetful  of  their 
own  humanity,  it  is  their  duty  to  remem- 
ber that  he  is  a  man,  and  to  declare  him  to 
be  free.  I  know  it  has  been  faid,  that  que- 
flions  concerning  the  ilate  of  perfons  ought 
to  be  determined  by  the  law  of  the  countr)^ 
to  which,  they  belong  ;  and  that,  therefore,, 
one  who  would  be  declared  to  be  a  flave  in 
America^  ought,  in  cafe  he  Hiould  happen 
to  be  imported  into  Britain^  to  be  adjudged 
according  to  the  law  of  America  to  be  a 
flave ;  a  doctrine  than  which  nothing  can  b.c 

morfe 
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more  barbarous.  Ought  the  judges  of  any 
country,  out  of  refpecl  to  the  law  of  ano- 
ther, to  lliew  no  refpecl  to  their  kind,  and 
to  humanity ;  out  of  refpect  to  a  law, 
which  is  in  no  fort  obligatory  upon  them, 
ought  they  to  difregard  the  law  of  nature, 
\vhich  is  obligatory  on  all  men  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  places  ;  Arc  any  laws  fo  binding 
as  the  eternal  laws  of  julHce  ?  Is  it  doubtful, 
whether  a  judge  ought  to  pay  greater  regard 
to  them,  than  to  thofe  arbitrary  and  inhu- 
(jnan  ufages  which  prevail  in  a  dillant  land? 
Aye,  but  our  colonies  would  be  ruined  if 
flavery  was  abolifhed.  Beit  fo  ;  would  it 
not  from  thence  follow,  that  the  bulk  of 
mankind  ought  to  be  abufed,  that  our  pockets 
may  be  filled  with  money,  or  our  mouths 
with  delicacies?  The  purfes  of  highwaymen 
would  be  empty  in  cafe  robberies  were  to- 
tally abolifhed  ;  but  have  men  aright  to  ac- 
quire money  by  going  out  to  the  highway  ? 
Have  men  a' right  to  acquire  it  by  rendering 
their  fellow  creatures  miferable  ?  Is  it  law- 
ful to  abufe  mankind,  that  the  avarice,  the 
vanity,  or  the  paiTions  of  a  few  may  be  gra- 
tified ?  No  1  There  is  fuch  a  thing  as  juftice, 
to  which  the  moll  facred  regard  is  due.  It 
ought  to  be  inviolably  obferved.  Have  not 
thefe  unhappy  men  a  better  right  to  their  li- 
berty, and  to  their  happinefs,  than  our  A- 
werican  /iierchants  have  to  the  profits  which 
they  make  by  torturing  their  kind?    Let 

therefore 


(    39    ) 

therefo'-e  our  colonies  be  ruined,  but  let  us 
not  render  fo  many  men  miferable.  Would 

not  any  of  us,  who  fhould be  fnatched 

by  pirates  from  his  native  land,  think  him- 
felf  cruelly  abufed,  and  at  all  times  entitled 
to  be  free.  Have  not  thefe  unfortunate  Afri- 
cans^ who  meet  with  the  fame  cruel  fate, 
the  fame  right  ?  Are  not  they  men  as  well 
as  we,  and  have  they  not  the  fame  fenfibili- 
ty  ?  Let  us  not,  therefore,  defend  or  fup- 
port  a  ufage  which  is  contrary  to  all  the 
laws  of  humanity. 

But  it  is  falfe,  that  either  we  or  our  co- 
lonies would  be  ruined  by  the  abolition  of 
flavery.  It  might  occafion  a  llagnation  of 
bufmefs  for  a  fhort  time.  Every  great  al- 
teration produces  that  efFe<5l ;  becaufe  man- 
kind cannot,  onafudden,  find  ways  of  dif- 
pofmg  of  themfelves  and  of  their  affairs  : 
But  it  would  produce  many  happy  effeds. 
It  is  the  flavery  which  is  permitted  in  Ameri- 
ca that  has  hindered  it  from  becoming  fo 
foon  populous  as  it  would  otherwife 
have  done.  Let  the  Negroes  free,  and  in  a 
few  generations,  this  vaft  and  fertile  conti- 
nent would  be  crowded  with  inhabitants ; 
learning,  arts,  and  every  thing  would  flou- 
rifh  amongft  them  ;  inftead  of  being  inha- 
bited by  wild  beafts,  and  by  favages,  it 
would  be  peopled  by  philofophers,  and  by 


men." 
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Francis  Hut  chef  en  profefTor  of  phllofpliy, 
at  the  iiniveriity  of  Glafcow^  in  hxsfyjietn  of 
moral  fbilofophy^  page  211,  fays,  ''  He  who 
detains  another  by  force  in  Ilavery,  is  always 
bound  to  prove  his  title.  The  Have  fold  or 
carried  into  a  diftant  country  muft  not  be 
obliged  to  prove  a  negative,  that  he  tiever 
forfeited  his  liberty.  The  violent  poiTeiTor 
muft  in  all  cafes  fhew  his  title,  efpecially 
where  the  old  proprietor  is  well  known.  In 
this  cafe  each  man  is  the  original  proprietor 
of  his  own  liberty.  The  proof  of  his  loiing 
it  mufl  be  incumbent  on  thofe  w^ho  deprive 
him  of  it  by  force.  The  Jewifh  laws  had 
great  regard  to  juflice,  about  the  fervitude 
of  Hebrews^  founding  it  only  on  confent  or 
fome  crime  or  damage,  allowing  them  al- 
ways a  proper  redrefs  upon  any  cruel  treat- 
ment ;  and  fixing  a  limited  time  for  it,  un- 
lefs  upon  trial  the  fervant  inclined  to  prolong 
it.  The  laws  about  foreign  flaves  had  ma- 
n^^ merciful  provifions  againft  immoderate 
feverity  of  the  mafters.  But  under  chriili- 
anity,  whatever  lenity  was  due  from  an  He- 
brew towards  his  country  man  muft  be  due 
towards  all ;  fince  the  diflinclions  of  nati- 
ons are  removed,  as  to  the  point  of  huma- 
nity and  mercy,  as  well  as  natural  right, 
nay  fome  of  thefe  rights,  granted  over  fo- 
reign ilaves  may  juftly  be  deemed  only  fuch 
indulgences,  as  thofe  of  poligamy  and  di- 
vorce,, 
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varce,  granting  only  external  impunity  In 
fuch  practice,  and  not  rutlicient  vindication 
of  them  in  confcience.'* 

Page  P5,  lt*s  pleaded  that,  "  In  fome 
barbaVous  nations  unlefs  the  captives  were 
brought  for  flavcs  they  would  all  be  mur- 
thered.  They  therefore  owe  their  lives, 
and  all  they  can  do,  to-their  purchafers  ;  and 
fo  do  their  children,  who  would  not  other- 
wife  have  come  into  life  :  But  this  whole 
plea  is  no  more  than  that  of  the  negGtiiim  z///- 
/^  (?vy?z/w,  to  which  any  civilized  nation  is 
bound  by  humanity,  *tis  a  prudent  expen- 
five  office  done  for  the  fervice  of  others  with- 
out a  gratuitous  intention  ;  and  this  founds 
no  other  right  than  that  to  full  compenfati- 
on  of  all  charges  and  labour  employed  for 
the  benefit  of  others. 

A  fet  of  inaccurate  popular  phrafes,  blind 
lis  in  thefe  matters,  captives  owe  their 
lives,  and  all  to  the  purchafers,  fay  they. 
Jufl  in  the  fame  manner,  we,  our  nobles, 
pnd  princes,  often  owe  our  lives  to  mid- 
wives,  chirurgeons,  phyficians,  6^6'.  onew^ho 
was  the  means  of  preferving  a  man's  life  is 
not  tlierefore  entitled  to  make  him  a  flave, 
and  fell  him  as  a  piece  of  goods.  Strange 
tliat  la  any  nation  where  a  fenfe  of  liberty 
p:  I  vails,  where  the  chrillian  religion  is  pro- 
felled,  cullom  and  high  profpccts  of  gain 
can  \o  llupity  the  conicience  of  men,  and 

ai 
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all  fenfe  of  natural  juftice,  that  they  ca» 
hear  fuch  computations  made  about  the  va- 
lue of  then'  fellow-men,  and  their  liberty,^ 
without  abhorrence  and  indignation. 
■  James  Fofler^  D.  D.  in  his  difcoiirfes  on  na-^ 
iural  religion  2ind  foci al  virtue^  aifo  Ihews  his 
juft  indignation  at  this  wicked  pradice, 
which  he  declares  to  be  "  a  cmninal and  cut^ 
rageoiis  violation  oi  the  natural  right  of  man^ 
kindy  At  page  156,  2  vol.  he  fays,  "  Should 
we  have  read  concerning  the  Greeks  or  Ro- 
mans of  old,  that  they  traded,  with  view  to 
make^flaves  of  their  own  fpecies,  whom  they 
certainly  knew  that  this  would  involve  ir> 
fchemes  of  blood  and  murther,  of  deftroy- 
ing,  or  enflaving  each  other,  that  they  even 
fomented  wars,,  and  engaged  whole  nation s, 
and  tribes  in  open  hoftilities,  for  their  owiit 
private  advantage  ;  that  they  had  no  detei- 
tation  of  the  violence  and  cruelty  ;  but  ob- 
ly  feared  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  inhuman  en- 
terprifes ;  that  they  carried  men  like  them- 
felves,  their  brethren,  and  the  off-fpring  of 
the  fame  common  parent,  to  be  fold  like 
beads  of  prey,  or  heaus  of  burden,  7.vA  put 
them  to  the  fame  repro-ichful  trial,  of  their 
foundnefs,  flrength  and  capacity  for  great- 
er bodily  fervice  ;  that  Guite  forafctins:,  and 
renouncing,  the  original  dignity  of  human 
natUi'e,  communicated  to  all,  they  treated 
tlicm  with  more  feverity  and  ruder  difci- 
.^  pliiic. 
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fjline,  than  even  the  (j>:  or  the  afs^  who  art 

void  of  underftand'ing fhoiild  we   not  if 

this  had  been  the  cafe,  have  naturally  beea 
led  to  defpife  all  \\i€\x  fret  ended  refinements  of 
morality ;  and  to  have  concluded,  that  as 
they  were  not  natiions  deflitute  of  politenefs, 
they  muft  hzythccn entir-e Jirangers  to  virtue 
^nd  benevolence. 

But,  notwithftanding  this,  we  ourfelvcs 
(who  profefs  to  be  chriftians,  and  boaft  of  the 
peculiar  advantage  we  enjoy,  by  means  of  an 
exprefs  revelation  of  our  duty  from  heaven) 
are  in  effed,  thefevery  vmtaught  and  rude 
heathen  countries.  With  all  our  fupcrior 
light,  weinftil  into  thofe,  whom  we  call  fa-" 
vage  and  barbarous,  the  moft  defpicabie  o- 
pinion  of  human  nature.  We,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  our  power,  weaken  and  diffolve  the 
univerfal  tie,  that  binds  and  unites  mankind. 
We  practice  what  we  fliouid  exclaim  agatnft, 
as  the  utm.ofl:  excefs  of  cruelty  and  tyranny, 
if  nations  of  the  worki,  differing  in  colour, 
and  form  of  government  from  ourfelvcs, 
were  fo  poffeited  of  empire,  as  to  be  able  to 
reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  unmerited  and  bru- 
tifli  fervitude.  Of  confequence  we  facri- 
■fice  our  reafon,  our  humanity,  oiir  clMiili- 
anity  to"  an  unnatural  fordid  gain.  We 
teach  O'ther  nations  to  defpife  and  trample 
lander  foot,  ail  the  obligations  of  focial  vir- 
tue.    We  take  the  moil  effoclual  ^Helhod 
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to  prevent  the  propagation    of  the  gofpcl, 
by  re.p relenting  it  as  afcheme  of  power  and 
barbarous  oppreiTicn,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
natural  privileges  and  lights  of  men. 

Perhaps  all,  that  I  have  now  offered,  may 
be  of  very  little  weight  to  reftrain  this  enor- 
mity, this  aggravated  iniquity.  However 
I  ftill  have  the  fatisfaclion,  of  having  enter- 
ed my  private  proteft  againft  a  practice 
which,  in  my  opinion,  bids  that  God,  wlio 
is  the  God  and  Father  of  the  Gentiles,  un- 
converted to  chrifiianity,  moft  daring  and  j 
bold  defiance,  and  ipurns  at  all  the  principles  I 
both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion. 


EXTRACT 


E  X  T  R  ACT 

From  an  ADDRESS 

I    J»       THE 

VIRGINIA    GAZETTE, 

of  MARcy   19,  1767. 


Mr.  RIND, 

PERMIT  me,  in  your  paper,  to  addrefs 
the  members  of  our  aflembly,  on  two 
points,  in  which  the  public  intereft  is  very 
nearly  concerned. 

The  abolition  of  flavery  and  the  retriev- 
.al  of  fpecie  in  this  colony,  are  the  fubjecls  on 
which  I  would  befpeak  their  attention. • 

Long  and  ferious  reflections  upon  the  na- 
ture and  confequences  of  flavery  have  con- 
vinced me,  that  it  is  a  violation  both  of  juf- 
-tice  and  religion  ;  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
:the  fafety  of  the  community  in  which  it 
prevails  5  that  it  is  deflrudive  to  the  growth 
of  arts  and  fciences ;  and  laflly,  that  it  pro- 
duces a  numerous  and  very  fatal  train  of 
vices,  both  in  the  flave,  and  in  his  mailer. 

To  prove  thefe  affertions,  fball  be  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  following  effay. 

That  flavery  then  is  a  violation  of  juftice, 

E  will 
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will  plainly  appear,  when  we  confider  what 
juftice  is.  It  is  truly  and  limply  defined, 
as  by  Jujlltiian,  conftans  et  perpetua  voluntas^ 
ejusjitum  cuiqiie  tribuendi ;  a  conftant  endea- 
vour to  give  every  man  his  right. 

Now,  as  freedom  is  unqueftionably  the 
birthright  of  all  mankind,  Africans  as  well 
as  Europeans^  to  keep  the  former  in  a  ftate 
offlavery,  is  a  conilant  violation  of  that 
right,  and  therefore  of  juftice. 

The  ground  on  which^the  civilians  who 
fiivour  llavery,  admit  it  to  be  juft  ;  namely, 
confent,  force  and  birth,  is  -totally  difputa- 
ble.  For  furely  a  man's  own  will  and  con- 
fent, cannot  be  allowed  to  introduce  fo  im- 
portant an  innovation  into  fociety  as  llave- 
ry, or  to  make  himfelf  an  outlaw,  which  is 
really  the  ftate  of  a  Have,  fmce  neither  con- 
fen  ting  to,  nor  aiding  the  laws  of  the  fociety, 
in  which  he  lives,  he  is  neither  bound  to  o- 
bey  them,  nor  entitled  to  their  protection. 

To  found  any  right  in  force,  is  to  fruf- 
trate  all  right,  and  involve  every  thing  in 
confulion,  violence  and  rapine.  With  thefe 
two  the  laft  mull  fall,  lince  if  the  parent 
cannot  juftly  be  made  a  Have,  neither  can 
the  child  be  born  in  lIavef^^  "  The  law  of 
nations,  fays  baron  Montefquicu^  has  doom- 
ed prifoners  to  llavery,  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing llain  ;  the  Roman  civil  law,  permitted 
debtors  whom  their  creditors  might  treat 

ill, 
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m,  to  fell  themfclves.     And  the  law  of  na- 
ture  requires  that  children,    whom     their 
parents      being     Haves     cannot  maintain, 
ihould  be  flaves  like  them.    Thefe  reafons  ot 
the  civilians  are  not  juft,  it  is  not  true  that 
a  captive  may  be  fiain,    unlefs  in  a  caie  oi 
abfolute  neceility ;  but  if  he  hath   been  re* 
duced  to  flavery,  it  is  plain  that  no  fuch  ne- 
ceility exifted,  lincehe  was  not  flain .     It  i;i 
not  true  that  a  free  mancan  fell  himfelf,  for 
fale  fappofes  a  price^  but  a  (lave  and  his  pro- 
perty becomes  immediately  that  of  his  mai- 
ler,   the    flave    can  therefore    receive  no 
price,  nor  the  mailer  pay,  &c.     And  it  a 
man  cannot  fell  himfelf,  nor  a  pnfoner  ot 
^ar  be  reduced  toflavery,  much  lefs  can  his 
child."     Such  are  the  fentiments  of  this  il- 
luftrious  civihan  ;  his  reafonings,    whicn  I 
have  been  obliged  to  contracl:,  the  reader  m- 
tereiled  in  this  fubjed,  will  do  well  to  con- 

fult  at  large. 

Yet  even  thefe  rights  of  impo frng  flavery, 
quellionable,  nay  refutable  as  they  ar^,  we 
have  not  to  authorize  the  bondage  of  the 
Africans,  For  neither  do  they  confent  to  be 
our  llaves,  nor  do  we  purchafe  them  of  their 
conquerors.  The  i^nVz>  merchants  obtain 
them  from  Africa  by  violence,  artifice  and, 
treachery,  with  a  few  trinkets  to  prompt 
thofe  unfortunate^-^-^^people  to  enflave  one 
another  by  force  or  llratagem.     Purchafe 

them 
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them  indeed  they  may,  under  the  authori- 
ty of  an  acl  of  the  Britifh  parliament.     An 
acl  entailing  upon  the  Africans^  with  whom 
we  are  not  at  war,  and  over  whom  a  Britifh 
parliament  could  not  of  right  aiTume  even  a 
Ihadow  of  authority,  the  dreadful  curfe  of 
perpetual  flavery,  upon  them  and  their  chil- 
dren for  ever.       There  cannot  be  in  7iature^ 
then  is  not  in  allhiflory^  an  in  fiance  in  ivhich 
every  right  of  7nen  is  7nore  flagrantly  violated. 
The  laws  of  the  antients  never  authorized 
the  making   Haves,    but  of    thofe  nations 
whom  they  had  conquered  ;  yet  they  were 
heathens  and  we  are  chrilHans.     They  were 
mifled  by  a  monftrous  religion,  diverted  of 
humanity,  by  a  horrible  and  barbarous  wor- 
Ihip  ;  we  are  directed  by  the  unerring  pre- 
cepts of  the  revealed  religion  we  poflefs,  en- 
lightned  by  its  wifdom,  and  humanized  by 
its  benfevolence  ;  before  them  were  gods  de- 
formed with  paflions,  and  horrible  for  eve- 
ry cruelty  and  vice  ;  before   us  is  that  in- 
comparable   pattern   of  meeknefs,  charity^ 
love  and  jliflice  to  mankind,  which  fo  tran- 
fcerideiltly  diflinguifhed  the  founder  of  chri- 
ftianity  and  his  ever  amiable  dodrines. 

Reader,  remember  that  the  corner  ilone 
of  your  religion  is  to  do  unto  others  as  you 
would  they  Ihould  do  unto  you  ;  afk  then 
yoiir  own  heart  whether  it  would  not  ab- 
hor any  one,  as  the  moil  outrageous  viola- 
tor 
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tor  of  that  and  every  other  principle  of  right, 
julHce  and  humanity,  who  ftiould   make  a 
Have  of  you  and  your  poftericy    for  ever. 
Remember  that  God  knoweth  the  heart,  lay 
not  this  flattering  unclion  to  your  foul,  that 
it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ;  that  you 
found  it  fo  :  that  not  yoiu'  will  but  your  ne- 
ceflityconfents.     Ah!  think  how  little  fuch 
an  cxcufe  will  avail  you  in  that  awful^  day, 
when  your    Saviour  fliall  pronounce  judg^ 
ment  on  you  for  breaking  a  law  too  plain  to 
be  mlfunderfiood,  too  facred  to  be  violated. 
If  we  fay  we  are  chriftians,  yet  a6t  more  in- 
humanly and  unjuilly  than   heathens,  with 
what  dreadful  juftice  mufl  this  fentence  of 
our  blelled  Saviour  fall  upon  us  :    "  Not  e- 
very   one  that  fiiith  unto  me  Lord,  Lord, 
fhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
he  that  doth  the  will  of  my  father  which  is 
in  heaven."     C Matthew    vii.    21.)     Think 
a  mpment  how  much  your  temporal,  your 
eternal  welfare  depends  upon  an  abolition 
of  a  practice,  which  deforms  the  image  of 
your   God,    tramples  on  his  revealed  will, 
infringes  the  moft  "facred  rights,  and  vio- 
lates humanity. 

Enough  I  hope  has  been  afTerted  to  prove 
that  llavery  is  a  violation  of  juftice  and  re- 
ligion. That  it  is  dangerous  to  the  fafcty 
of  the  fiate  in  which  it  prevails,  may  be  as 
iafely  afTerted. 

What 
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Whatone*s  own  experiencehas  not  taught^ 
that  of  others  muft  decide.  From  hence 
does  hiftory  derive  its  utility ;  for  beings 
when  truly  written,  a  faithful  record  of  the 
tranfac^lioRS  of  mankind,  and  the  confe- 
quences  thatflowedfrom  them,  we  are  thence 
furnifhed  with  the  means  of  judging  what 
will  be  the  probable  effect  of  tranfaftions  ii- 
milar  amonq;  ourfelves. 

^  We  learn  then  from  hiftory,  that  ilavery, 
wherever  encouraged,  has  fooner  or  later 
been  productive  of  very  dangerous  commo- 
tions. I  will  not  trouble  my  reader  here 
with  quotations  in  fupport  of  this  affertion, 
but  content  myfelf  with  referring  thofe  who 
may  be  dubious  of  its  truth,  to  thehiftories 

oi  Athens^  Lacedemon^  Rome,  THid  Spain, • 

How  long,  how  bloody  and  deftructive 
was  the  contefl:  between  the  Moorifh  flaves, 
and  the  native  Spaniards  ?  and  after  almoft 
deluges  of  blood  had  been  fhed  the  Spanifrds 
obtained  nothing  more,  than  driving  them 
into  the  mountains. Lefs  bloody  in- 
deed, tho'  not  lefs  alarming  have  been  the 
infurre^lions  in  Jamaica  ;  and  to  imagine 
that  we  iliall  be  for  ever  exempted  from  this 
calamity,  which  experience  teaches  us  to  be 
infeparable  from  flavery,  fo  encouraged,  is 
an    infatuation  as   aftonifhing  as  it  will  be 

Urdy  fatal.— &c.  &c. 
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EXTRACT 

OF    A 

S     E     R     M     O     N, 

/ 

PaEACIIED    BY     THE 

BISHOP    OF    GLOUCESTER 

Before  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel,  at  their  anniverfary 
meeting,  on  the  2  lik  of  February^   1766. 

.  II  O  M  the  free-favages  I  now  come 
(the  laft  point  I  propofe  to  confider)  to 
the  favages  in  bonds.  By  thefe  I  mean  the 
vail  multitudes  yearly  flolen  from  the  oppo- 
fite  continent,  and  facrificed  by  the  colo- 
nifts  to  their  great  idol,  the  God  of  Gain. 
But  what  then,  fay  thefe  iincere  worihip- 
pers  of  Ma?nnio?i^  they  are  our  own  property, 
which  v/e  offer  up.  Gracious  God  !  to  talk 
(as  in  herds  of  cattle)  of  property  in  rational 
creatures  !  creatures  endowed  with  all  our 
faculties,  poflefling  all  our  qualities  but  that 
of  colour  y  our  brethren  both  by  nature  and 

grace. 
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gf ace,  fhocks  all  the  feelings  of  humanit}r, 
and  the  dictates  of  common  fenfe.  But,  a- 
las !  what  is  there  in  the  infinite  abufes  of 
fociety  which  does  not  ilrock  them  ?  Yet 
nothing  Is  more  certain  in  itfelf,  and  appa- 
rent to  all,  than  that  the  infamous  traffic 
for  flaves  direcllv  infrins:es  both  divine  and 
human  law;  Nature  created  man  fres^; 
and  grace  invites  him  to  zffcrt  his  freedom. 
In  excufe  of  this  violation,  it  hath  been 
pretended,  that  though  indeed  thefe  mife- 
rable  outcafts  of  humanity  be  torn  from 
their  homes  and  native  country  by  fraud 
and  violence,  yet  they  thereby  become  the 
happier,  and  their  condition  the  more  eligi- 
ble. But  who  are  Yov^  who  pretend  to 
judge  of  another  man's  happinefs  ?  That 
flate,  which  each  man,  under  the  guidance 
of  his  maker,  forms  for  himfelf ;  and  not 
ocie  man  for  another.  To  know  what  con- 
fcitutes  mine  or  your  happinefs,  is  the  fole 
p:rerogative  of  him  who  created  us,  and  caft 
us  in  fo  various  and  different  moulds.  Did 
your  flaves  ever  complain  to  you  of  their 
unhappinefs  amidil  their  native  woods  and 
defarts  ?  Or,  rather,  let  me  aik,  did  they, 
ever  ceafe  complaining  of  their  condition 
under  you  their  lordly  m afters  ?  where  they 
fee,  indeed,  the  accommodations  of  civil 
life,  but  fee  them  all  pafs  to  others,  them- 
felves,  unbenefited  by  them.  Be  fo  graci- 
ous. 


(  52  ) 
on  5  theti,  ye  petty  tyrants  over  hum  an  free- 
dom, to  let  your  ilaves  judge  for  themfeves, 
what  it  is  which  makes  their  own  happinefs. 
And  then  fee  whether  they  do  not  place  it 
in  the  return  to  their  own  country,  rather 
than  in  the  contemplation  of  your  grandeur, 
of  which  their  mifery  makes  fo  large  a  part. 
A  return  fo  paflionateiy  longed  for,  that 
defpairing  of  happinefs  here,  that  is,  Of  e- 
fcaping  the  chains  of  their  cruel  tafk  mailers, 
they  confole  themfelves  with  feigning  it  to 
be  the  gracious  reward  of  heaven  in  their 
future  ftate ;  which  I  do  not  find  their 
haughty  mafters  have  as  yet  concerned  them- 
felves to  invade.  The  lefs  ^ardy  indeed 
wait  for  this  felicity  till  overwearied  nature 
fets  them  free  ;  Init  the  more  refolved  have 
recourfe  even  to  felf- violence,  to  force  afpec- 
dier  pafTage. 

But  it  will  be  ftill  urged,  that  though 
what  is  called  human  happinefs  be  of  fo  fan- 
taftic  a  nature,  that  each  man's  imagination 
creates  it  for  himfelf,  yet  human  mifery  is 
more  fubftantial  and  uniform  throughout 
all  the  tribes  of  mankind.  Now,  from  the 
word  of  human  miferies,  the  favage  Africans 
by  thefe  forced  em.igrations,  are  intirely  fe- 
cured,  fuch  as  the  being  perpetually  huntdd 
down  like  beafls  of  prey  or  profit,  by  their 
more  favage  and  powerful  neighbours — In 

truth. 
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truth,  a  bleiTed  change  ! — from  being  hunt- 
ed to  being  caught.  But  who  are  they  that 
have  fct  on  foot  this  general  Hunting  I 
Are  they  not  thefe  very  civilized  vio- 
lators of  humanity  themfelves  ?  Vvho  tempt 
the  weak  appetites,  and  pcovoke  the  wild 
paflions  of  the  fiercer  favagcs  to  prey  upoii-> 
the  reft," 
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